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The first lady of Ukraine, Mrs. Olena Zelenska’s speech at Protect Children’s Mother’s Day event, 8.5.2022 

 

How many mothers are in Ukraine? There are millions of them. 

They would have been receiving flowers and smiling today, if the war had not come to their home. 

Imagine - 36 thousand Ukrainian women became mothers during the war. 

"Mother" and "war" is something that does not go together. 

Because mother is the opposite of war. 

Mother gives life. 

The war takes it away. 

Mother and war are incompatible - like light and darkness. 

And today I want to tell you a little about Ukrainian mothers. 

So that you can see their faces for a moment. Light in the dark. 

 

1. Ukrainian mother – is a young mother from the Kyiv metro, Tetyana Blyzniak, who is breastfeeding her daughter. 

A fresco depicting her - "Ukrainian Madonna" - recently appeared in one of the churches of Naples. She is a Madonna 

in a hood and a sports suit - because it is more comfortable to run to the bomb shelter. 

2. Ukrainian mother – is Anna Chugai from Chernihiv. For three weeks under shelling, without gas or electricity, she 

heated baby food for her newborn child over a candle. And the scariest thing was that the candle didn’t go out. 

3. Ukrainian mother – is Nataliya from Lutsk, who together with her daughter joined the Volyn Territorial Defence to 

defend the country as a family. 

4. Ukrainian mother – is a famous paramedic Yuliia Paievska -Taira. Now she is in Russian captivity. And her daughter 

participated in sport competitions instead of her, because she knows: this will support her mother. 

5. Ukrainian mother of five children – is a volunteer Lesya Litvinova. For the past eight years, she has been rescuing 

at first - refugees from Donbass, then - the seriously ill people, and now - all her compatriots from the war. 

6. Ukrainian mother – is Natalia Luhovska, a psychologist of the Azov Regiment. She lost her son in the war and 

remained with the regiment defending Mariupol until the end. Recently, Natalia died.  

7. Ukrainian mother – is Olga Sukhenko, the head of the Motyzhyn village. She was saving her fellow villagers from 

the occupiers till the bitter end, and was killed by the Russians along with her son and husband.  

8. Ukrainian mother – is the mother of five-year-old Mykhaylo from Mykolayiv. She covered him with her body when 

the Russians fired on their car, which was trying to escape from the occupation. She died to keep Mykhaylo alive.  

9. Ukrainian mother – is Hanna Tuzova, who took two children to Poland and opened there a charity center for children 

with autism. She is twice a refugee - in 2014, due to the war, she had also to flee her native Donetsk. The second 
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attempt to start all over again and, at the same time, the second attempt to help children - not only of her own, but also 

of others. 

10. The Ukrainian mother – is Svitlana from Mariupol. After weeks spent in the basement, under shelling, she took 

four children abroad to safety: one of her own, the second – the son of a dead sister, the third – the son of the killed 

neighbours, and the fourth -  a child she simply picked up near the bodies of the executed parents. 

How many mothers are in Ukraine? There are millions of them. 

Very young, with babies in their arms, and mature, 90-year-old – already not only mothers, but also great-

grandmothers. 

But now each of them is waging its own war. Like a ray of light - penetrates the darkness. 

At nowadays, a Ukrainian mother delivers humanitarian aid and travels by evacuation trains, while holding her and 

other people's children in her arms. 

A Ukrainian mother undergoes interrogations by the occupiers and hides in the basements under shelling. 

A Ukrainian mother is forced to start all over again in a foreign country and in a foreign home - so that her children 

are safe. 

She is a volunteer, she is a defender. She is not indifferent. 

Look at the Ukrainian mother more closely, she is a victory. 

Because light and life must prevail. 

So, happy Mother's Day! 

And happy Day of Light and Life! 

 


